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petition to His Majesty.    The Ministers, including Dur-
novo, were apparently displeased with my step, for it ren-
dered their own position insecure.   Some of them expressed
the desire immediately to send in their resignation, but I
persuaded them to refrain from so doing. Only the Minister
of Instruction, I. I. Tolstoy, was satisfied with my step.   He
knew, he said, what an intrigue was going on against me at
the Court, and he felt certain that the Emperor would have
gotten rid of me at the first opportunity, as soon as he felt
that he could master the situation without my assistance.
Two days later I received from His Majesty the follow-
ing autographic message:
Count Sergey Yulyevich:
Yesterday morning I received the letter in which you ask me to
relieve you of the offices which you are now holding. I agree to grant
your demand. The successful conclusion of the loan is the best
page in the history of your activities. It is a great moral success for
the Government and a guarantee of the future peaceful development
of Russia. It appears that in Europe, too, the prestige of our country
is high.* How things will shape themselves after the opening of
the Duma, God alone knows. My view of the future is not as
pessimistic as yours. It seems to me that the membership of the
Duma has proved to be so radical not because of the Government's
repressive measures, but owing to the excessive liberalism of the
franchise law of December nth, the inactivity of the conservative
mass of the population and the complete non-interference with the
election campaign on the part of the authorities, which is never prac-
ticed in other countries.** I thank you sincerely, Sergey Yulyevich,
for your devotion to me and the zeal with which you have laboured at
* Tie Emperor must liave thought that our prestige was especially high in Asia,
after the disgraceful Russo-Japanese War. Several courtiers told me that His
Majesty repeatedly expressed himself to the effect that the Russians had badly
** This sounds like reproaching me for not having manipulated the elections.
As a matter of fact, on September 22nd, 1905, the Minister of the Interior issued a
circular to the proper authorities, -which contained the following passage: "The sacred
will of His Imperial Majesty obligates all those charged with watching over the
regularity of the elections, by every available means to guarantee to the population
the possibility of electing the men who enjoy its confidence most, quietly and -with-
out any external interference. I, therefore, enjoin upon you to see that the Govern-
mental officials and institutions should not permit themselves to exert the slightest
pressure upon the election of deputies to the Imperial Duma.'* Upon the whole,
these instructions were carried out, for the reason that I was in complete agreement
with the spirit of Bulygin's circular. Stalypin's Government has, in fact, abandoned
the policy of non-interference, and at present (1908) the elections are a mockery.